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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a) -(d), which papers have been placed of record in 
the file. 

Acknowledgment is made of applicants claim for priority 
under 35 U.S.C. 119 (a) -(d) based upon an application filed in 
Germany on 10/24/2003. A claim for priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a) -(d) cannot be based on said application, since the 
United States application was filed more than twelve months 
thereafter. 

Should applicant desire to obtain the benefit of foreign 
priority under 35 U.S.C. 119 (a) - (d) prior to declaration of an 
interference, a certified English translation of the foreign 
application must be submitted in reply to this action. 37 CFR 
41.154 (b) and 41.202 (e) . 

Failure to provide a certified translation may result in no 
benefit being accorded for the non-English application. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1.84(p) (4) because reference character "GKA" has been used 
to designate both "the counter - contour" (See page 28, line 4) 
and "the bracing rails" (See page 28, line 18); and also the 
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reference character "FL" has been used to designate both "the 
wall shank" (See page 28, line 12) and "the flange rails" (See 
page 29, line 20) . 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in. reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 3 7 CFR 
1.121(d) . If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 3 7 
CFR 1.84 (p) (4) because reference characters "FLW" (See page 28, 
line 4) and "FL" (See page 28, line 12). have both been used to 
designate "the wall shank" . Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
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even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance . 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1.84 (p) (5) because they do not include the following 
reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 

> Reference character "F£" for "the tongue" is missing 
for figures 2-4. 

> Reference character "FL" for "the wall shank" is 
missing for figures 19-21. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
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1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they include the following reference 
character (s) not mentioned in the description: 

> Reference character "A" does not describe for figure 
2. 

> Reference characters "SWG" and "SWD" do not describe 
for figures 2, 3 and 5. 

> Reference characters "B" and "FF" do not describe for 
figure 4 . 

> Reference character "SRG" does not describe for figure 
7. 

> Reference character "RN" does not describe for figure 
12. 

> Reference character "KB" does not describe for figure 
22. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 3 7 CFR 
1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference 
character (s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 
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1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 3 7 CFR 
1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities : 

> Page no. 28 discloses the phrase "wall shank" with 
multiple reference characters such as "FLW" (See line 
4) and "FL" (See line 12) . 

> The reference character "GKA" is confused because on 
page 28, "GKA" is involved to describe "the counter- 
contours" (See line 4) and "the bracing rails" (See line 
18). 
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> The reference character "FL" is confused because it is 
involved to describe "the wall shank" (See page 28, 
line 12) and "the flange rail" (See page 29, line 20) . 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims 
particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 4, 14, and 21 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being lack of antecedent basis in the 
parent claims. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "Spacer elements" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. Based on the disclosure of the application, it 
appears as though this claim is meant to depend from claim 1, 
which does not claim the space elements. The claim will 
therefore be treated in the rest of the Office action as though 
depending from claim 1. However, appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "elastic damping material" 
in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
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limitation in the claim. Based on the disclosure of the 
application, it appears as though this claim is meant to depend 
from claim 1, which does not claim the elastic damping material. 
The claim will therefore be treated in the rest of the Office 
action as though depending from claim 1. However, appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "Bracing elements' 1 in line 
2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
in the claim. Based on the disclosure of the application, it 
appears as though this claim is meant to depend from claim 1, 
which does not claim the bracing elements. The claim will 
therefore be treated in the rest of the Office action as though 
depending from claim 1. However, appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim 22 recites the limitation "Flange rails" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. Based on the disclosure of the application, it 
appears as though this claim is meant to depend from claim 1, 
which does not claim the -flange rails . The claim will therefore 
be treated in the rest of the Office action as though depending 
from claim 1. However, appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 23 recites the limitation "Junction plates" in line 
2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
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in the claim. Based on the disclosure of the application, it 
appears as though this claim is meant to depend from claim 22, 
which does not define the junction plate. The claim will 
therefore be treated in the rest of the Office action as though 
depending from claim. 22. However, appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere 

Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 

establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between. the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art . 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the 
application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 
was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1- 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Huber et al . (US Patent No. 3,932,098) in 
view of E. Leipold et al . (U S Patent No. 2,413,109). 

Huber ('098) discloses the case assembly, which comprises 
the insert that determines the contour of the molded article, 
and an insert support to hold the insert in a molding machine 
and to press that insert against the table. The molding machine 
comprises the base, the cover plate of which recesses for 
accommodating the insert are present and that the insert is 
horizontally supported by the edges of the recesses and 
vertically supported on the base and/or the cover plate. It also 
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teaches that the insert supports itself on the inner surface of 
the base plate (See abstract, col. 3 lines 23-27, and figure 
1) ■ 

Huber ('098) discloses the spacer elements, which are 
inserted within the case, at a distance from the insert between 
the cover plate and the base plate, wherein the spacer elements 
(134) are supported on the inner surface of the cover plate and 
the base plate, and project into the opening in the base plate 
and the cover plates with the projections, and also spacer 
elements are welded to the base plate (See figure 4, and col. 8 
lines 13 - 24) . 

It also teaches that the insert is pushed through the 
recesses of the plates from the outside, until it comes to a 
stop on a first one of the two plates, and is attached to the 
second of the two plates (See col. 5 lines 21 - 28). It further 
teaches that the insert is welded to the base plate, so the 
guide rails eject the finished product easily from the case 
assembly, wherein the insert is releasably inserted into the 
case, in destruction- free manner (See col. 5 lines 31 - 37). It 
further teaches that the insert projects beyond the base plate 
and the cover plate, wherein the insert projects beyond the 
cover plate and that its upper edges lies essentially in a plane 
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with the upper surface of the metal cover arrangement (See col. 4 
lines 17 - 33) . 

It further teaches that the part of the insert that 
projects beyond the cover plate has an undercut and that an edge 
of the sheet metal cover engages in the undercut (See col . 6 
lines 55 - 63) . It further discloses the silicon liquid cement, 
elastic damping material that is inserted between the insert 
support and the insert (See col . 9 lines 9 - 13). 

Figure 2 discloses the insert which comprises the slots for 
accommodating a core holder, wherein the slot and the core 
holder continue into the cover plate and that the core holder is 
supported downward in the slot of the insert and upward by means 
of a sheet metal cover arrangement that is attached onto the 
cover plate (See col. 6 lines 55 - 68 through col. 7 line 1 - 9) . 

Furthermore, figure 2 discloses the sidewalls, which 
comprises the relief (72) for holding the case in a 
corresponding counter relief of a molding frame, wherein the 
relief comprises the groove milled into the sidewalls. It also 
teaches that the case and the counter relief of the molding 
frame overlap horizontally and that damping means are inserted 
between vertically opposite surface of the relief and the 
counter relief (See col . 7 lines 18 - 33). 
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Huber ('098) discloses bracing elements (98) rest against 
the side wall of the case from the inside and brace them against 
the counter surface of flange arrangement from the outside with 
a positive lock. It further comprises the flange rails (44) are 
firmly connected with the insert support, on the opposite side 
walls for clamping into the molding machine (See figure 2, and 
col. 4 lines 38 - 41). It further discloses the junction plate 
(98) is connected with the side walls as well as the base 
plates, in the interior of the insert support (See col. 6 lines 
64 - 68) . 

Huber (*098) discloses disclose all claimed structural 
limitations as discussed above, but does not disclose the 
vibrate base, and also the base plate bent in U shape. 

In the analogous art, Leipold ( x 109) discloses the 
apparatus for manufacturing the building block which comprises 
the hollow case with the vibrating machine, in which each forms 
and its contents may be lowered momentarily onto a surface which 
is continuous vibration for casting a successive block for 
construction (See page 2 lines 15-23, figure 1) . Figure 3 
teaches that the base plate is a part of a bent piece of sheet 
metal, having two sidewall parts that face other plate, in each 
instance. Leipold ('109) discloses the cover plate and the base 
plate, in each instance, the center part of two pieces of metal 
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bent in U shape, and engage into one another with the opening of 
the U shape facing one another, rotated by 70 degree, which is 
approximately 90 degree (see col. 5 lines 4-7; col. 10 lines 
16-29) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to modify the case 
assembly of Huber et al. ( x 098) by providing the vibrate base as 
suggested by Leipold ('109) because such a machine provides a 
vibrating table as an adjacent support may be subjected 
momentarily to vibrate the form and the mix therein contained 
(See col. 2 lines 15-23), and produce a relative movement of the 
table and support respecting each other in a direction to 
transfer a load from one to other during the casting of the 
successive block by an arrangement (See col. 10 lines 57-65). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Braungardt et al . (U S Publication No. 2005/0238751 Al) 
discloses the moulding machine, which comprises the molding 
insert with plurality of the cavities and also teaches the 
positive lock engagements between depressions in the relief 
structure in the wall of the mold cavity. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Dimple N. 
Bodawala whose telephone number is (571) 272-6455. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday at 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Dr. Yogendra N. Gupta 
can be reached on (571) 272-1316. The fax phone number for the. 
organization where this application or* proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information, for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. , 
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